
B U I L D I N G  S U P P O R T I V E  C O M M U N I T I E S  W I T H  Y O U T H
2 0 1 5  A N N U A L  R E P O R T



THE LINK FOUNDERS: JIM MARSHALL & OSCAR REED

MISSION 
The Link’s mission is to build a supportive community network that links youth and their families to their 
inner strength through life skills, education, advocacy, supportive housing, and a dynamic network of social 
services to transform lives. 

VISION
 Our vision is for a future in which supportive communities nurture confident, happy and secure youth.

HISTORY 
The Link was founded in 1991 by former Vikings players Jim Marshall and Oscar Reed, who started the 
organization with the help of the late Leonard Lindquist in the North Minneapolis public housing projects 
with the goal of providing at-risk and homeless youth within the neighborhood alternatives to getting 
involved in crime or being victimized by crime. The Link has evolved into a multi-service program provider 
with housing and supportive services for homeless youth and young families, juvenile justice programming 
and housing, shelter and programming for victims of sex trafficking.

Goals of all The Link Programming
• Youth sustain a positive lifestyle, through realizing their innate health and value
• Youth are self-reliant and advocate for themselves
• Youth have meaningful connections to adults, peers, family and community

VALUES which allow The Link to meet these goals: 
• Intentional, respectful relationships that foster change
• Innovative and strategic thinking
• Integrity and accountability commuty collaboration
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In 2015, The Link operated 18 programs including: supportive housing 
throughout the 7 county metro area, juvenile justice programming and 
programming for victims of sex trafficking. Annually, The Link serves 3,300 of 
our community’s most vulnerable youth and young families to build the skills 
and resiliency they need to thrive. 

During 2015, The Link opened 3 new programs (C.O.R.E., Street Outreach 
and ERC South), increased its fundraising and development capacity and 
employed over 54 youth through leadership and employment opportunities. 

2016 will mark a milestone year of 25 years of providing innovative services to 
youth and young families in our community. In this report you will learn more 
about The Link’s innovative, trauma-informed programming; the youth and 
young families we are committed to serving; and what we have been able to 
accomplish because of supporters like you. Your support for The Link’s 
programming is instrumental as we continue to provide increased opportunities 
for youth in our community for the next 25 years! 

The Link's biannual Founders Luncheon (2015 event shown above) is one of the many 
events hosted by The Link each year to help raise awareness and financial support for 
The Link's programming. Events in 2015 raised over $106,00.



A Letter from Our Executive Director

Dear Friends of The Link, 

I am writing this letter with great appreciation and thanks for all of your 
support throughout 2015 and beyond! We truly could not do the work 
of supporting young people in our community without all of the great 
partnerships and support from you!

2015 was another great year and one of growth at The Link. We 
successfully opened our new Evening Reporting Center in Richfield for 
boys on probation within Hennepin County and increased our 
programming for young families experiencing  homelessness through 
our Young Families Program. As we know, young people who are 
getting involved in crime often do so because they are struggling with 
other things in their lives such as poverty, childhood abuse or neglect. 
The goal with all of our juvenile justice programs, including the 
Evening Reporting Centers is to help young people overcome the 
underlying causes of their involvement in juvenile crime, and help 
support and empower them to follow their goals in a positive direction. 
Parenting is a gift, but can be incredibly difficult if you are experiencing 
homelessness-it is heartbreaking to see young mothers and fathers 
doing the best that they can to provide for their children but still having 
to resort to living out of vehicles, abandoned buildings or worse. The 
Link was happy to be able to increase our programming by creating a 
specialized housing program (The Young Families Program) to help 
young families experiencing homelessness by providing them with 
stable housing and supportive services. 

Throughout our growth we continue to provide high quality, youth 
centered programming.  The Link approached 25 years of service in the 
Twin Cities Metro Area, which is truly something to celebrate. Over the 
last 25 years The Link has become known for its innovative, client 
driven, supportive programming as well as for its community 
engagement and involvement in providing the best services in the 
continuum of care for youth in this community. 

Thank you so much for your support over the last year, we truly 
appreciate all that you do to help us continue to do the work that we 
do! 

Sincerely, 

Beth Holger-Ambrose 
Executive Director 



One of the youth that our Safe Harbor Regional Navigator and Passageways staff 
worked with in 2015, was a 14 year old girl from Minneapolis who had been in and out 
of multiple out-of-home placements, lived in poverty and suffered many other 
traumas. After having reached out to us, w]she was recruited by a trafficker and he had 
her on a bus to a different state to be “put to work”. Because she had built up the 
relationships with our staff she was able to reach out and reported that this was 
happening and that she was extremely scared. The Passageways staff then alerted the 
Minneapolis Police Department and they, along with the Hennepin County Sheriff’s 
Office, were able to find and stop the bus that she was on and bring her back safely to 
Minneapolis. She is now a resident of our Passageways Emergency Shelter & Housing 
Program and getting the supports she needs to heal and move on with the positive 
goals she has for herself.

Passageways Youth Story

During 2015, The Link was honored to host the West Metro Safe Harbor conference in collaboration with GEMS . This event 
was hosted in an effort to educate Scott, Carver and Hennepin Counties on the State's Safe Harbor Laws and No Wrong Door 
response, to develop a comprehensive, systemic response to sex trafficking and exploitation of youth. Representatives from 
a wide variety of sectors gathered to receive training on topics related to sexual exploitation and developed a 
comprehensive plan to identify and address sex trafficking in their comunities.



WHAT’S NEW

• C.O.R.E. (Community, Outreach, Resources and Engagement) Drop In Center provides a place where
youth who are at-risk of or are currently experiencing homelessness can get help with basic needs (food,
clothes, shower, laundry, etc.) and connections to case management and longer term services such as
housing.

• The Street Outreach Program extends resources and services to youth who are experiencing sexual
exploitation, living on the streets or in shelters and/or couch hopping outside the walls of the C.O.R.E
center.

• The Link opened a second Evening Reporting Center- ERC South. The Evening Reporting Centers are
alternatives to detention, community-based programs for males ages 14 to 18 on probation in Hennepin
County. The highly structured, group programming offers services designed to build assets in youth
while providing positive activities during times that are highest for youth crime and victimization.

• The Link's youth VOICE committee began to design a gender specific, trauma informed program for
probation involved girls age 12 to 19 called POWER (Positive Opportunities for Women of Every Race).

• The Link is an innovative provider of youth leadership opportunities. In 2015, 54 youth were
employed by The Link. Youth Leadership opportunities added in 2015 included the Project Live Out
Loud Youth Advisory Committee and the VOICE Advisory Committee.



QUICK FACTS
•

•

2093 youth served in 2015 by all three 
divisions (Juvenile Justice, Housing and 
Homeless Services, Safe Harbor)

100% of youth and young families served are
low income

• 89% of youth and young families served identify
as African American, Native American, Hispanic,
Southeast Asian or Multi-Racial

• 42 infants and toddlers were served in the
Young Families Program

• 202 youth & young families served through
housing programs in 2015

• 15 added units of housing for LGBTQ youth

• The School Matters truancy intervention
program served 267 Minneapolis public school
students to help improve school attendance

• 85 victims of sexual exploitation served in 2015

• 54 youth employed by The Link

• 41 parents & families served in the Parent
Support Program

• 110 youth served in the Evening Reporting Centers
providing an alternative to detention

•

YEAR IN REVIEW

2015 Budget
$5.77 Million 

The Link Leadership
Board of Directors (13 members)
The Link's Community Advisory (8 Board Members) 
Safe Harbor Advisory Board
Lindquist Advisory Board
Dakota County Advisory Board
 4 Youth Advisory Committees

• Survivor Advisory Committee
• Insight Committee
• Project Live Out Loud Committee
• VOICE Advisory Committee

The Link Staff and Volunteers
75 Full Time Staff 
90 Part Time and On Call Staff 
150 Volunteers 

Program Sites 
Downtown and North Minneapolis 
Hennepin County Suburbs: Richfield, Brooklyn Park 
Dakota County: Eagan, Apple Valley 
Scott/Carver County: Prior Lake 
Scattered Site Housing Programs based in North 
Minneapolis but serve the 7-county Metro Area. 1,775 youth were served through the Juvenile 

Supervision Center to help avoided involvement 
with the juvenile justice system

• 267 Minneapolis Public School students improved
attendance in the School Matters Program



JUVENILE JUSTICE

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
The Link has six programs that provide support to 
young people who are at-risk or who are currently 
involved in the juvenile justice system. Programs 
provide an alternative response to the juvenile justice 
system for youth- with the understanding that if young 
people have their basic needs met, positive support and 
access to services to help them with the hardships they 
experience-they will be less likely to be involved in 
criminal activity. School Matters specifically helps youth 
who have been truant to get back into school, stay in 
school, and helps prevent them from dropping out. The 
Juvenile Supervision Center (JSC) provides a safe place 
for law enforcement to drop off youth 24/7 who have 
committed low level or status offenses, or who have 
been sexually exploited, in order to receive supportive 
services. The Evening Reporting Centers (ERCs)  
provide supportive services and structured group 
programming for youth who have committed higher 
level offense and are referred through Hennepin County 
Probation. A culturally specific program for African 
American parents of youth who are in the JSC or 
School Matters Program is also available to provide 
support, assistance with basic needs, and parenting 
skills education.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES
Evening Reporting Center (ERC) 
72% of youth completed goals in their action plans 
97% connected with one or more pro-social activities
32 youth graduated from the ERC programs 

Juvenile Supervision Center (JSC) 
84% of youth did not re-enter JSC within 6 months of 
visit 80% of youth decreased high risk behavior 
95% of case management youth unenrolled in school at 
time of JSC visit were subsequently enrolled in school

School Matters 
60% of youth referred to the program actively engaged 
in School Matters program  
94% enrolled in school 
52% improved school attendance 
100% developed and maintained relationships with 
positive, caring adults

Parent Support Program
41 parents participated in the Parent Support Program
86% of parents increased their support networks
86% of parents were connected to appropriate 
resources

The Link’s Juvenile Justice programming offers positive youth development and trauma informed activities each week and 
during out of school time.  Activities in 2015 included  creating a youth garden, and trips to the Minnesota Zoo, Vertical 
Endeavors, Farmer’s Market, Minnetonka Apple Orchard, Big Thrill Factory and more.

2015 Program Information and Statistics



HOUSING

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
The Link offers a continuum of programs for youth 
and young families who are experiencing 
homelessness which include a  Street Outreach 
Program, a Drop-In Center (C.O.R.E.) and five 
housing programs. The Link’s Street Outreach 
Program and C.O.R.E. Drop-In Center help to 
identify at-risk and homeless youth and assist 
them with any current crisis or immediate needs; 
C.O.R.E. also provides on-going services to help 
youth move out of crisis. The Link operates five 
housing programs across the Twin Cities Metro 
Area (with a total of 143 units) for youth and young 
families who are homeless. The Young Families 
Program includes housing and services designed 
specifically to serve young parents and their 
children. All of The Link’s housing programs 
provide a safe and stable place for youth to live, 
along with the support and services they need to 
achieve their goals and transition out of 
homelessness.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES 
During the 2015 calendar year, The Link’s housing 
programs served a combined total of 202 youth-
headed households. 

Young Families 
42 infants and toddlers were served  
All families that needed supplies were provided 
with diapers, clothing and toys 
100% of children met their developmental 
milestones

C.O.R.E. & Street Outreach
C.O.R.E opened in July 2015
24 youth were served 
35 drop-in visits 
Expanded our days/hours to be open more often 
Became the youth access point through the 
Housing Crisis Line in October.

In 2015, The Link opened  C.O.R.E. (Community, Outreach, Resources and Engagement) Drop In Center which provides a place 
where youth who are at-risk of or are currently experiencing homelessness can get help with basic needs (food, clothes, 
shower, laundry, etc.) and connections to case management and longer term services such as housing. C.O.R.E. and the Street 
Outreach Program are located in Apple Valley at Grace Lutheran Church. 

2015 Program Information and Statistics



SAFE HARBOR

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
The Link’s Safe Harbor Programs operate in 
partnership with the state of Minnesota’s  No Wrong 
Door Response for Sexually Exploited Youth, which 
was created in response to Minnesota's Safe Harbor 
Law. The Link provides a continuum of services for 
sexually exploited youth that includes the West Metro 
Regional Navigator Program, which provides a first 
point of contact; crisis intervention and on-going 
mobile services; the Passageways Emergency Shelter 
and Housing Program, which provide a safe place for 
victims of trafficking between the ages of 13 and 24 to 
live while receiving specialized services; mental health 
therapy and family reunification counseling; and 
aftercare services. 

PROGRAM OUTCOMES 
The Link's Safe Harbor Division is the largest provider 
of specialized programming for youth who have 
experienced sexual exploitation in Minnesota. Safe 
Harbor programming served over 85 youth in 
2015.

42 sex trafficked youth avoided being sent to juvenile 
detention and instead came to a safe place where 
they received supportive services through 
Passageways Emergency Shelter

6 residents were served in the Safe Harbor Supportive 
Housing Program with access to on-site services 
specific to sexual exploitation. Services include case 
management, mental health therapy, educational 
programming, life skills training, a survivor mentor 
program, health care services and positive youth 
development activities.

8 youth were provided with leadership and 
employment experience and advancement through 
the Survivor Advisory Committee

All of our Safe Harbor programs are specifically designed to help youth heal from the trauma of being sex trafficked, and 
support them in achieving the positive goals they have for themselves and their future. 

2015 Program Informatin and Statistics



STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
as of December 31, 2015

THE LINK’S ‘15 FINANCES

ASSETS
Current Assets: 
Total cash and cash equivalents
Accounts receivable
Contracts and grants receivable 
Prepaid expenses
Total current assets

Property and equipment
Less accumulated depreciation

Other assets

Total assets

LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities:
Current position of long-term debt
Line of Credit
Capital lease payable, current position 
Accounts payable
Accrued interest, payroll, and other 
Total current liabilities

Capital lease payable, net of current portion 
Long-term debt, net of current portion

Total Liabilities

Net assets:
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted

Total net assets

Total liabilities and net assets

$266,912
$33,280
654,363

61,352
1,015,907

1,571,922
340,704

2,638

2,249,763

$35,623

2,882
178,020

300,647
617,172

2,963
399,283

1,019,418

960,845
269,500

1,230,345

$2,249,763

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND CHANGES IN 
NET ASSETS for years ended December 31
REVENUES AND SUPPORT
Contributions	
   Individuals
   Corporations and Foundations
Total contributions 

Government contracts
   Federal (HUD)
   State of Minnesota
   Hennepin County
   Ramsey County
   Dakota County
   Hennepin and Dakota County - MHFA 
   City of Minneapolis
   GRH
   Intermediate District 287
   Total government contracts

Interest and dividend income
In-kind contributions
Events, net of direct expenses
Other
Total revenues and support

EXPENSES
Program services
Management and general
Marketing, development and 
communications
Total expenses

Change in net assets

Net assets, beginning

Net assets, ending

2014

$87,477
389,404
476,881

603,553
477,864

1,346,954
32,130

102,000
175,000
250,423
596,577
28,600

3,613,101

381
69,210
52,475
4,997

4,217,045

$3,706,061
300,827

122,014
4,128,902

88,143

1,119,349

1,207,492

2015

$108,538
444,267
552,805

599,593
1,370,133
1,697,501

136,476
114,444

175,000
262,167

622,530
34,200

5,012,044

44
100,715
109,441

2,755
5,777,804

$5,036,557
557,473

160,921
5,754,951

22,853

1,207,492

1,230,345

100,000

12.0%
8.0%

           6.0%
6.0%
7.0%

10.0%
11.0%

             1.0%
1.0%
1.0%

TOTAL EXPENSES

JSC 
ERC 
School Matters 
Lindquist 
Lincoln Place
RRH      
GRH-Housing First            
Young Families 
C.O.R.E.
Outreach
Safe Harbor 24.0%



THANK YOU DONORS!
The Link thanks the following supporters for their generous contributions

CORPORATIONS AND 
FOUNDATIONS
$75,000 
Otto Bremer Foundation 

$50,000-$74,999 
Target Corporation
Women's Foundation

$20,000-$49,999
Beverly Foundation
Butler Family Foundation
F.R. Bigelow Foundation
Charlson Foundation
Family Housing Fund
Lindquist & Vennum P.L.L.P.
MN Community Foundation

$10,000-$19,999
Carolyn Foundation
John and Denise Graves Foundation 
Mardag Foundation
Open Your Heart To The Hungry &    
Homeless
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
Foundation
Venture Bank

$5,000-$9,999 
American Mortgage & Equity 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
Avionte
Edina Realty Foundation 
Grace Church
Liberty Title, Inc.
Minnesota Vikings
Sexton Family Foundation 
The Saul Winton Fund
The Waters Senior Living 
Management
Wells Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999 
AAA Movers, Inc
Advent United Methodist Church 
Alliance Title, LLC
Bellisio Foods
Burnsville Rotary Foundation
Chestnut Cambronne
Coldwell Banker Burnet Foundation 
Community Housing Corp
Eagan Rotary Foundation
Easter Lutheran Church
Edina Realty Foundation 
Enterprise Holdings Foundation 
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation 
JADT Food Group, LLC
Johnson Foothills Foundation 
Marketplace Home Mortgage 
Mille Lacs Corporate Ventures
Prior Lake Savage Area Schools 
Prior Lake Lions Club
RBC Foundation
RC Fields LLC
Slumberland Furniture
St Paul Area Association of Realtors 
Foundation
Think Mutual Bank

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
Foundation
US Bank
Womack Family Foundation

$999 and under
7-Sigma
Ability Network Inc.
Accelerated Sports Therapy & 
Fitness, Inc
Affinity Plus
Agstar
Allina Health System
Amazon
Ameriprise Financial
Anchor Bank, NA
C.U. Mortgage Services, Inc. 
Cedarvale Bowling
Church of St. John Neumann 
Clarion Legal Education
Dakota Electric Association
DCA Title
DesMarais Enterprises Inc
Eagan Foundation
Eagan Lioness Club
Eagan Lions Club Gambling 
Eagles 3208 Gambling Fund 
Excelsior United Methodist Church 
Faegre Baker Daniels LLP
Fidelity Gift Fund
First American Title Co
First Presbyterian Church 
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation 
Grace Church
Grace Lutheran Church
Grace Women’s Group
Graco
Help Board Shop/JSAW
Holthaus Group Inc.
Ideal Credit Union Community 
Foundation
Integrity Holdings Real Estate 
John Adamich's Dodge 
Kartemquin Educational Films 
Keller Williams Classic Realty 
Keller Williams Classic Realty NW 
Keller Williams Integrity Realty 
Keller Williams Premier Realty 
Laird Norton Real Estate, Inc. 
LeaderOne Financial Corporation 
LL Boles Inc 
McKesson Foundation
Midland Title
Minnesota Community Foundation 
Minnesota Energy Resources Corp. 
Moth Oddities
Mount Calvary Lutheran Church 
Mount Calvary Lutheran Church 
Women
Nations Title Agency
Nolan Family Foundation
North Central Chapter- NAMA 
Northern Dakota Chapter Thrivent 
Pinnacle Real Estate Group LLC 
Prior Lake Chamber of Commerce. 
Regional MLS of MN
River Hills United Methodist Church 
River of Goods
Saint Paul Foundation

Scent Detection Systems
Schneider Electric
Senior Care Communities
Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church 
Shepherd of The Valley Lutheran Church 
Sunrise Banks
Superior Service Center Body Shop 
The Salvation Army
Think Mutual Bank
Thomas Fierst Insurance Agency 
Tradition Mortgage
Under the Radar Foundation
United Way
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

INDIVIDUALS

Over $1,000
Anonymous
Eric Aaneson
Ryan Ash
Todd Butzer
Mary Chandler
Kendra and Craig Garrett
Crystal Hatcher
Jeff Hllavacek and Brian VanderWaal
Shirley J. Lindquist
Bethany Nelson
Amanda and Reuben Nusz 
Calvin and Kristin Robertson 
Corey Sauer
Emily Wilson
Howard and Ann Margaret Young

$501-$1,000
Anonymous
Mary Jo and Rick Bandimere 
Patrick Dunleavy
Olive C. Grose
Willa and David Holger
Julie Kesterke
Dayna Murray
Brett and Tovi Nelson
Alan and Diane Page
Willard and Mary Ann Pitzner 
Carolina Ramotar
Deborah Renshaw and Fred LaFleur
Carol Ann Smith
William Tointon
Wayne Zink
Jeffrey Zweifel

$251-$500
Anonymous
Michael Allen
Sharman Davis and Richard Barrett
Michael and Deborah Benedict 
Matt and Heather Brady
Adam Brunfelt
John and Meg Butler 
Emmett and Kim Carolan
Thomas Christensen



Donavon DesMarais
Kyle and Denise Didier 
Peter Donnino
Tracey Douglas
Mike Elwell
Chris Fellerman
Thomas Fierst
Nancy Fisher
William and Janet Flynn 
Dawn Gagnon
Patrick Griffin
Jeremy Hager
Todd Haigh
Leonard Hatcher
Ashley Hauf
Kris Jensen
Steven Johnson
Derek Jones
Dustin Jones
Thuy Katzenberger
Rich Knowlton
Kris Kovalik
Jason Kraemer
Kenneth and  Monica Larson 
Jake Luehrs
Olivia Manson
Jason and Aimee Marvin
Stephen Morgan and Lois Clark
Sheila Oehrlein
Tim and Ellie Ortmann
Erick Peterson
Jon and Laurie Pryor
Jacob Quant
Steven Rall
Angela Sherer
Lorraine Sherwin
Daniel and Michelle Sibinski 
Gwen Stanley
Laurel Stephenson
Jan Susee
Douglas E. Thurston
Dawn Treakle
Joshua Trevis
Rebecca Turner
Shawn Van Drehle
Gary and Susan Wahman 
Lisa West
Allison Wolfson
Michael and Debra Zenk

$101-$250
Anonymous
Travis Anderson
Terri Banaszewski 
DeWayne Barnes
Jessica Becker
Tanya Bell
Areba Bennett
Mark R. Briggs
Walter Broughton
Jolynn Cafferty
Arne H. and Susan Carlson 
Cheryl A Eddy Crigler
J. Michael Dady
Janice and Kenneth Ernsting 
Aaron Fahrenkrog
Taylor Fischer
Ruth Grendahl
Cat Gullickson
Angela Hauer
Brand and Elizabeth Hetland 
Beth Holger-Ambrose and 
Subi Ambrose
Jason Huerkamp
James A. Klein
Mary Beth and David Koehler 
Wayne and Eda Kostroski 
Stephanie Kremers
Jill and Jerry LaMere Chrissa 
J. Landwehr

Jennifer Landwehr
Richard Landwehr
Roger P Landwehr
Jenni Larson
Paul Lehrer
Bernardene Lindquist
Janelle Lunde
Maribeth Lundeen
Lori Marcy
Joel and Elaine Martins 
Trevor Matthies
Jessie May
Owen McBride
James McCarthy
Mary McGowan
Michael J McKinlay
Robert and Carol Metz
Lori Millam
Marchetta A. Mines
Suzie Misel
Ted Mondale
James Montez
Janis Most
Howard Myers
Thomas Nordyke
Natalie Okonek
David Olson
Tami Pierret
Joseph Reed
Alexia Reed-Holtum
Vicki Reupke
Gene and Marilyn Scapanski 
Sally Ann Scheefe
Justin Sieloff
Timothy Sipprel
Scott Smith
Laura Smude
Darik Steinbach
Jim and Jan Stephenson 
Angela Thompson
Jason and Josie Tober
Ryan and Megan Voronyak 
Stephanie Voth
Michael Warmka
Edward & Mary D.S. Wegerson 
Dawne White
Zachary Wilson
James Wyman

$100
Anonymous
Mary & Bruce Bean
Charlie Becker
Elisabeth Bennett
Michael Brandt and Jacqueline Roehl 
Tom and Ricki Breiter
Peter Brownlee
Alison Caldwell
John DeBettignies
Daniel and Joyce Driessen
Thomas and Jean Fabel
John Fritz
Mary Ann Gallagher
Christine Gillies
Martha and James Glass
Robert Griffin
Kathy Hahne
Gary Hansen
Jamar Hardy
Pamela Heggem
Cory Holten
Ed Huebsch
Daniel Hunt
Willow Jenkins
Becky Johnson
Cheryll Johnson
Catherine Jordan Living Trust
Shelcy Kamrud

Karla Bridgeman and Rebecca Johnson
Harlan O. Knutson
Shirlee Kozel
William Krzyzanowski
Kelley Lindquist
Patricia A. Linstroth
Mary Lorenz
Mel McCaa
Ellen McGratten
Margaret McManus
Debra Miller
Alix Moise
Dion Muchow
Mandy Multerer
Donald Oettinger
Ann Olmstead
Irene Opsahl
Sarah Perron
Rachel Petersen
Curt Peterson
Anthony Poetz
Kaye Rakow
Carrie Redner
Kathryn Richtman
Sharon Rolle
Lisa Romanowski
Brent and Sandy Sherwin 
Kyle and Christina Sherwin 
Nancy Silesky
Dan Sjolseth
Ryan Strack
Margaret and Matthew Strickler 
Maureen Sullivan
Sue Taylor
Thomas Tesxh
Casey Thomas
Ahmed Vincent
Daniel and Wendy Voronyak 
James Wagner
Steven Wilk
Bob Zehentner
Judy Zehenter

$99 and under 
Anonymous
Brenda Adelmann
Sumathy and Manning Ambrose 
Amanda Anderson
Dean Anderson
Rebecca Anderson 
Elisabeth Backstrom 
Sharman Davis Barrett
Larry and Ann Barelson 
Diane Bauer
Janice Baurr
Josephine Baynton
Steve Bede
Virginia Bendickson 
Amanda Berg
Kirsten Bilden-Shah 
Charles and Linda Borchard 
Deborah Brantner
Kristen Brown
Rory Burton-Feeny
Mark Carter 
Joshua and Bernadette Casey
Gary and Sharon Charles 
Kristina Clark
Krista Cleary
Perry Cohn
Margie Commerford
Liz Crubaugh
Marsha Dabney
Garth Dahl
Margaret Daly
Carmen Davis
Deborah and William Diggins 
Paul Drake
Carolyn Duffy
Jeanette Dunning



INDIVIDUALS, 
cont’d

Ann Marsh
Terry Marvin
Daniel Maurer
Steve McEnelly
Michael McMahon
Christian Mertz
Dave and Linda Meyer
Phyllis Miller
Elaine M. Minnick
Jane M. Mix
Mary Morris
Justin Neal
Paula Nelson
Tiffany M. Nelson
Norma Noonan
Thomas L. Nordyke Jr. 
Chamomile and Bengamin Nusz 
Virginal Oberpriller
Natalie Okonek
Robert S. Olsen
Wayne and Anne Olson
Pam Orren
Barbara and Richard Owens
K.M. and John Packard
Patina Park
Linda Peck
Thomas and Mary Jane Pedersen 
Kathryn Peterson
Karla Pierskalla
Michael Piper
Beverly Price
Maggie Przywojski
Donald and Constance Price
J.M. Radde
K.M. and E.L. Raines
Amy Ram
Dorothy Rappel
Lisa Rentschler
Chad Richard
Virginia Richardson
Amy Rients
Linda and Michael Rodenberg 
Jane Rolle
Charlotte Roraff
Jessica Rosenberg
Jenessa Rudell
Ginny Rudloff
Kennedy Ruperty
Katie Rynda
Sue C. Saltarelli
Mathew Santori
Paula Schaefer
Lori Schmidt
Kevin Schneider
Gail A. Sederski
Chuck Selcer
Jacob and Lindsay Sheppard 
David Sinner
Michelle Smith
Scott Smith
Steven and Janielle Speer 
Elizabeth and Anthony St. Clair 
Charles Star
Brian Steele
Michael Steele
Debra S. Stensland
Becky Sukalski
Devin Sukalski
Terri Swanson
Sean and Kim Sweeny
Michael Texler
Mark Theis
Kate Tobin
Lee Tobin
Brian and Stephanie Toenges 
Brian Treece
Michael Troutman

Mike and Barb Tuker
Cathleen Urbain
Connie Van Den Einde
Kelly Van Maanen
Carey Walberg
John Walters
Michael Warmka
Annie Wells
Amy Westerlund
Tara Whalen
Holly Whittlef
Jamie Williams
Kelly Wilske
Lisa Wolf
Zach Wolfgram
James and Patrcia Woodward
Steve Zehentner
Michael Zenk
Karen Zibrowski

In-Kind
Greater than $100
Axel's Bonfire Wood Fire Cooking 
Mount Calvary Lutheran Church 
St Mary of the Lake
Terry and Tom, LLC
The Pebble Spa
Superior Shores Resort and 
Conference Center
Open Door Food Shelf Minnesota 
Sword Club
Guthrie Theater
ALS Association
Community of Christ Church 
Dodge of Burnsville
Eagan Convention & Visitors 
Bureau River South Bible Church 
YMCA of Greater Twin Cities MN 
Pro Paintball
Color Me Mine
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
Easter Lutheran Church Haskell's
Sistas with Bad Habits
Avionte Staffing Software
Big Lots
Prior Lake Optimist Club 
SouthCross Community Church 
St. John Neumann Catholic 
Church Superior Service Center 
Mount Calvary Lutheran Church 
Vintage Marketplace
Erbert and Gerbert's
Grace Lutheran Church of Apple 
Valley
Northrop
Avionte Hope Foundation Hanes 
Brands
Quilters of Becketwood Sojourner 
Truth Academy
Best Buy - Exec Res Team Advent 
United Methodist Church Toro
Traveling Tap
Mall of America
Church of St. John Neumann 
Saints Martha and Mary Episcopal 
Church
COLLE+McVOY
The Open Door
RC Fields LLC
Total Wine & More
Trinity Church
East Bay Suites
Target
ActionSprout
YMCA Midway

Wilfred Easter
Deborah Ebert
Deborah Edlund
Tom and Jan Elis
Adam and Stacy Elling 
Scott and Rose Elliott 
Thomas Elsen
Sharon Englund
Mark Espersen
Gloria Everson
Susan and John Folger 
Michael F. Friedman 
Rosemary Froehle
Darcy Futrell
Mary Ellen Gallick
Denise Gill
Nancy Glades
Marjorie Goldberg
Paula Goldber
Gene Goldschmidt
Samuel Grant III
Margi Grill
Sue Grissom
Julie A Gudmestad
Kim Guild
Wendy Haisley
Beverly Halleckson
Lindsy Hallekckson
Teri Hands
Jay Hastings
Krista Hatcher
Jeremy Heckman
Cari Heibel
Jon A. Hellbusch
Lisa Helminiak
Barbara and Allen Henry 
Phil Henry
Don Hill
Elizabeth Hogan 
Johnathan Holger 
Rebecca and Mark Howard 
Lindsey and Justin Hudalla 
Jason Hudoba
Daniel Hunt
Perry Hurth
Rosie Isaacson
Lindsay Jacobs
Jenny Jennings
Beth Johnson
Matt Johnson
Kenneth and Lucille D. Jones 
Roberta C. Jones
Collen and Lee Kaibel 
Joshua M. Kaplan
Dennis and Roberta Keller 
Kevin and Mary Keohen 
Judy Kindseth
Susan Kirk
Katie Knutson
Gail Kress
Mary P. Ladner
Frances Landwehr
Valori Langseth
Gregg Larson
Mary H Larson
Edward Lemon
Sela Lewis
Tate Leyba
Connie Lindeen  
Bob Lueben
Jean MacFarland
Celeste Marin



FUNDING AND AWARENESS
2015 HIGHLIGHTS
• The number of individual donors increased from 408 in 2014

to 513 in 2015

• The quantity of in-kind donations increased from 158 in 2014
to 285 in 2015

•

•

Event funding increased by $53,962. ( $52,475 in 2014 and
$106,437 in 2015 )

•

More than 150 volunteers donated their time for a total of
1900+ hours
Staff raised over $17,000 for The Link
during Give to the Max Day

DONATE TODAY!

Make a fully tax-deductible donation at 
www.thelinkmn.org/donate

Out of every  $1.00 donated to The Link, $.88 goes directly to youth programming

The Dental Specialists
City on a Hill Church
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 
Church
Minnesota State Fair
River of Goods
Edina Realty - Parkway Office Edina 
Realty-Downtown Beautopia, LLC
Lindquist & Vennum employees 
Minnesota Zoo
Annonymous
Jeremy Balfany
Lonn Boles
Ricki  and Tom Breiter
Grace Brown
Maggie Burns
Barbara Callister
Rachel Commerford
Jamie Cramble
Maureen Cuddigan
Karen Dare
Sylvia Dobrovolny
Lynndsy Eaton
Harry Edelman
Jackie Egan
NaDyne Glidden
Ann Hagberg
Lisa Hagen
Gale E. Haisley
Lindsy Halleckson
Linda L. Hansen
Janni Hennes
John Hitchcock
Grant Holthusen
Darren Kress
Susan Landwehr
Morgan Larson
Charmont Lee
Lucinda Lenertz
Chuck LeTourneau
Rebecca Ludzach
Beth Mangold
Barb McKinlay
Karen Melcher
Terry Merritt
Dean Miller
Sue Muench
Brett Nelson
Norma Noonan
Myrna and Don Oettinger Ann 
Olmstead
Shawn Reupke
Kale Roberts
Lisa Roberts
Molly Roberts Stephanie Robinson 
Denae Rubie
Mallory Shuck
John Salter
Carol Ann Smith
Terica Spain
Stacy Steine
Deborah Sturm
Alex Sukalski
Stephanie J. Toenges
Karen Toryanck
Shawn Van Drehle
Sarah Van Grunsven
Ryan and Megan Voronyak
Audra Wander
Mary Wells
Kenneth Wilson

To correct the listing of your name, please 
contact Megan Voronyak at 612-767-4479 or 
mvoronyak@thelinkmn.org




